TENDER OTWAY

ONCE more the Nonesuch Press must be com-
mended for a very remarkable production. As
a rule these presses which minister to the craving
for fine reprints, make few attempts to perform
services to scholarship; as a rule, also, they are
bound to overcharge for their books, since they
issue them in such small editions. The directors
of the Nonesuch avoid both errors. A consider-
able number of their books are standard editions
of authors whose texts have never been satis-
factorily edited, or completely collected, before.
And the prices of them are always lower than
the experienced observer would expect. This is
made feasible by the bold policy of limiting the
editions, but limiting them less severely than is
the custom. Of the Otway, for instance, there
are 1,250 sets, as well as 90 of a special and
more expensive kind. Even at that it is difficult
to see how it can be done at two guineas.

The edition of Otway, like its predecessors of
Congreve, Wycherley, and Rochester, puts all
previous editions out of court, not merely by
virtue of its " new material/' but because of the
fullness of its critical apparatus. How full this
is will be immediately guessed by anyone familiar
with the previous operations of Mr. Montague
Summers, who first showed his mettle in a six-
volume edition of Mrs. Behn for the late Arthur
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